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A.F. Of L. Calls 
For Farm Labor 


To Organize 


“The 65th Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor unani- 


- mously approved the launching of an 


organizing campaign among the na- 


tion’s 2,000,000 farm workers by the 


National Farm Labor Union. 


The resolution adopted by the con- 


vention was presented by the NFLU 
delegates. This was favorably re- 
ported by the Committee on Organi- 
zation with a recommendation that 


the National Director of Organiza- 
tion, Frank P. Fenton, place the facil- 


ities of the entire Federation behind 


| the campaign. 


The resolution is as follows: 

- Resolution Organization Of 
Farm Labor 

Resolution No. 198—By Delegates 
H. L. Mitchell, A. E. Cox, J. E. Clay- 
ton, National Farm Labor Union. 

WHEREAS,’ The American Federa- 


tion of Labor recently chartered the’ 


National Farm’ Labor Union as the 
organization having jurisdiction over 
all field workers employed on farms, 
ranches .and plantations throughout | 
the United States and adjacent is-' 
lands, and- 

WHEREAS, There are over 2,000,- 
000 such workers employed in this’ 
industry that remairr unorganized 


© @nd thus constitute a constant threat 
to the wage standards and working 
conditions. established by other, 
umons affiliated with the — 
Federation of Labor, 


WHEREAS, The National Farm. 
Labor Union is embarking-on a vig-| 


| Memphis, Tenn. November, 1946 


25¢ Per Year 


AB, OFL Executive Covecil 


Pictured above is the A. F. of. Executive Council by William 
Green and John L. Lewis. 


i 


A.F. Of L. Convention Approves 
Chartering Farm Labor Union 


' The following statement submitted by the committee on Executive 
Council reports, was adopted unanimously by the 65th. Annual Convention 
, of the American Federation of Labor. 

| “The chartering of the National Farm Labor Union marks one of the 
most significant steps in the growth and development of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor.. In the first place, it indicates the functional eneness -of 

| our rural and our urban economy. In the second place, it indicates that agri- 
culture itself is now becoming industrialized and that these industrial farm 
_ workers as well as all others, must unite and bargain collectively for their 
‘own betterment. In the third place, this new group may well serve as a 

| further means of bringing our own Cooperatives into closer practical re- 

‘lations. with all of our members. 

. We.are well aware that the last Census showed that the United States 


orous - organizational campaign to} is no longer a rural nation; the majority of our people today live in cities. 


bring to the unorganized: workers in 
agriculture the benefits of organiza- 
tion and collective bargaining now 
enjoyed by other unions in the 
American Federation of Labor, and... 


WHEREAS, Many of these farm : 


laborers are migratory and seasonally | 


employed and are therefore forced to 


follow the crops throughout the na-. 
tion, working on large scale factory 


type farms similar to industrial 


plants, except for substandard wages 


and deplorable working and living 
conditions, therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the 65th conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor assembled in Chicago, pledges 
full support to the National Farm La- 


bor Union in bringing the benefits of 


organization and collective bargain- 


ing to the unorganized American 


farm workers, and be it further 


RESOLVED, That the convention 
calls upon all international: and na- 
tional unions, state federations of la- 
bor; and central labor bodies to give 
all practical ‘support possible to the 


_organization , of. farm- laborers.in all | 


areas of the United States. 
o- | 
Farm Labor Report 


‘The Department of Agriculture at 


‘Washington reports that there were 


2,624,000: hired hands on the nation’s 
farms on October Ist. The average 


for the: United States as a whole is} 


wage rate is the 
lowest in the Southern: states: The 


$4.94 per day. The 


rate: of about $3.00 per: day | 


here. Out on the West coast—in Cal- 


iforaia, . Washington, . -Oregon; 


farm wages. everage $8 to $9 a day. 
ers employed on. “the farms of the 
U.S.A2 


| must be increased, the number of resident land owners will be decreased. 
| The logical conclusion, therefore, is that large numbers of workers will be 
employed on farms and ranches. Indeed, large numbers are today so em- 
+ ployed. And it is a sad fact that this group of workers has been notoriously 
exploited. 

Your Committee would call to your attention that farm workers, tenant 
farmers, ranch hands, have often been cruelly exploited, alike by unscrupu- 
_hous farm owners: and by farm managers acting for the absentee owners. 
The barest necessities of life, nay, life itself, has often been denied them. 

__ But that is not all. Not only have they been exploited by greedy, un- 
conscionable employers, but, in addition, they have been victimized by po- 
litical groups, particularly by Communist and Communist Front organiza- 
tions which have indeed exploited not only the workers, but their very 
plight itself. How sorely they need honest and strong help! Bona fied farm 
organizations are not generally organized to promote the interest of this 
group of farm employees.. They need just what they now have; a chance to 
join a bona fide free trade union and through it to protect and promote 
their interests and through it to work with other groups—co-operatives, 
bona fide progressive farm groups—to promote the best interests of rural 
and urban America. 

Your Committee approves the action of the Executive Council and asks 


that all unions join in welcoming the new members into our family by: 


giving them grery’) possible help. 


‘Labor Editor Visits Union 


Victor Riesel,” newspaper column- ‘terest in the future of the Union, and 
ist, whose articles are read daily by said that he believed that ours was 


¢ “one of the most important labor 
stories of the year.” He devoted six 
the United States, has returned to 


New York City after spending a week 
observing the work and activities of 
the National Farm Labor Union. 
Accompanied by Capt. Taylor, Mr. 
Riesel attended local union meetings 
in Lilbourn, Mo., Twist, Ark., Pine 
Bluff; Ark., -Edmondson, Ark., and 
Boyle, Miss. He also visited the: Far- 
gason Plantation near’ Clarksdale, 
‘Miss:, and watched cotton picking | 
machines in operation under the su- 
-|'pervision of “Mr. John “Rust; the ‘in- 
ventor. 
Mr. 


newspapers, to the NFLU. In two of 
the articles he told of the “‘slick deal”’ 
in which Union members had lost 
their homes in Edmondson, and of 
the “landhogs” lawsuit against the 
people of the Twist Plantation. 


Riesel - a- in- | hands. 


Furthermore, all studies indicate that while the number of farm workers. 


ils guaranteed to. 


OF abor 


Rights Demanded 
By A.F. Of L. 


In a nation wide radio broadcast 


from the American Federation of La- 


bor Convention in: Chicago on Oc- 
tober 12th, President H. L. Mitchell 
declared that the National Farm. La- 
bor Union is out to win for its mem- 
bers, better living conditions, social 
security, and all rights guaranteed to 
industrial workers. _ 

Speaking on the ‘‘Labor USA” pro- 
gram of the American Broadzasting 
Company, Mitchell said that from a 
practical viewpoint, there is liit’e 
difference between large scale farm 
Operation and huge industrial 
plant, “except that hired workers on 
the big farms are still being treated 
as second class citizens.” 

The following is the full text of 
the radio address delivered by tie 
President of the National Farm La- 
bor Union: 

This is the first time I have served 
as a delegate to the annual conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor because the organization I 
represent is the newest affiliate of 
the Federation, having been chart- 
ered just last August. 

I suppose some people may won- 
der why farm workers should be or- 


ganized and. what they have to gain . 


from: association with the trade-union 
movement. 

Well, agriculture has grown ub. 
From a practical point of view-there 
is not much difference today between 
large-scale farm operations and a 
{huge industrial. plant—excent that 
hired workers on the big farms are 
still being treated as second-c'a's 
citizens. They are barred by !a:v 
from all Social Security benef*'s, 
barred from tbe protection of 
Wage-Hour Law and deprived of t e 
legal guarantee of the right to or- 
ganize and bargain collectively whith 
industrial weve 
earners under the National Labor Re- 
lations Act. 

At this convention. the Soir: 
Federation of Labor is going to bat. 
for us. It will demand that Congress 
change these laws so that the two 
million American farm workers and 
their families can be restored to fir:t- 
class citizenship, entitled to all the 
rights, security and opportunity ac- 
corded to free labor in our democ- 
racy. 

Now let me make one point clear. 
As a practical matter, the National 
Farm Labor Union does not seek to 
unionize the occasional single hired 
hand on the small, family -type farm. 
Our organization efforts are directed 
toward the big agricultural enter- 
prises which run factories in the 
fields. These large plantations -which 
operate in competition with the small 
farmer, often wring their low pro- 
duction costs out of the sweat and 
blood of hired hands, worked for long 
hours at low wages in peak seasons 


of his daily columns, which appear and then turned adrift for months at 
in the New York Post and 41 other | a time. 


The National Farm Labor Union 
is determined to win better working 
and living conditions for these farm 
laborers and their families. By or- 
ganization and collective bargaining, 
we hope to gain for them. year-round 


In another column, he praised the’ employment on farms and in season- ~ > 
leaders of the Union for being “anti-— _al industries. 


And with the help of 


Communist and sensible” and “young the American Federation of Labor, 

idealists. " He added that plantation of which we are now a part, we will 
‘owners and big business men should! endeavor to prevail upon Congress to 
be thankful that the Union i is in good | grant to all farm workers the social. 


(Continued On Page Four) 
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‘© FARM LABOR NEWS @ 


Get Farm Land 


General Douglas MacArthur has 
struck a great blow for democracy 


in Japan. He and his assistants in the 
American Army have enacted a land 


reform measure in Japan. The great. 


land holdings of the Japanese feudal 
lords are being divided among ten- 
ant farmers. The well being of the 
few is being sacrificed for the bene-. 


fit of the many.. General MacArthur} 
was born in Little Rock. One won-| 


ders what the reaction of the well 
to do citizens of Arkansas would he 
if they knew what MaeArthur is de- 
ing for the tenant farmers ef con- 
quered Japan. 
The farmer in Japan has great ob- 
stacles to overcome. The soil is worn. 
out from hundreds ef years of culti- 


vation. The soil must: be fertilized to. 
produee. The American bombings 
destroyed most of the big fertihzer) 
factories. However, the biggest. ob- | 
stacle in the way of Japanese farm- . 
ers has been the control of large land | 
- areas by wealthy farmers who are| 
like Southern cotton planters and| 
other factory farm owners. The large | 
land owners of Japan operated in| 
much the same manner as our own| 
“Southern Landlords” by tyimg the 
tenant to the land through keeping: 


him in debt the year round. The 
capanese tenant farmers. knew they 
needed organization. 

It was not until the end of the war} 
and the landing of the American| 


Army in Japan that the tenant farm- } 


ers dared re-build their organization. 
As soon as the U.S. Army landed, the 


word for farmers to organize spread. ' 


In a short period of seven months, 


the Farmers Union of Japan organ-/} 


ized 500,000 farm families. Their 


union is going forward toward the) 
complete organization of all tenant; 


farmers and farm laborers in Japan. 


_ The farmers union in Japan has a 
good program. It stands for govern- 
ment ownership of the fertilizer in- 
dustry, since they know that with 


cheap fertilizer they can produce | 


enough food for. their people. ae 
stands for “Democratization of The 


Land” breaking up the large hold-| 


ings so that the people who work the 
Jand will own it. . 


The union is also building pro- |. 


ducer and consumer co-operatives. It 
is pushing a vigorous program of se- 
curing higher living,standards for its 
members. 


The Farmers Union of Japan. made 


many suggestions to General MacAr- 


thur’s staff for the great “Land Re-! crimination: the white primaries; and ern States. 


‘for an anti-lynching bill and a per- 
manent Fair Employment Practices | ro 
‘Act to be enacted. The adoption of The rogram 
these: resolutions was in line with the | 
ipelicy and program of the A.F. of L.} 
(Note: Hank Hasiwar was dis-| 


form Bill” and helped stop the loop 
holes that the “land bosses’ wanted: 


_ to use to keep from losing their land. 
’ The union will also be the policeman) 


to see that the law is carried out. 


charged by the U. S. Army about 60} 


days age. For over a year he was!’ 
stationed in Tokye and assigned by | 
General MacArthur to helping re-| 
build the Japanese trade union} 


movement. He was a labor union’! 


organizer before going into the army. 
He also saw service in the invasion: 
of the Philippine Islands.) 


Why? 


The judge looked at the little man} 
on trial. “What made you hit your] 
Wife?” With a shrug of his shoul- 
ders the little man answered, “Well, 
it was just this way judge. She had 
her back to me—she was bent over, 
the fryin, pan was handy, the back 

door open, so I just took a 
~chanee,” 


; 


HE WONT GET 


National. Laber Service: : 


To FIRST BASE! 


in Chicago, October 7th. to 18., 
1946. Delegates, represented 106 in- 


state federations of labor and hun- 


federal! labor union locals. 
‘Farm Labor Represented 


ell, Vice President Betton, and Or-| 
ganization Director Taylor. 


and their places were filled by J. E. 
Clayton and A. E. Cox, alternates. 


A.P. OF L. Condemns 
Race Discrimination. 
Resolutions. offered by the Brother- 


the convention.. 


‘set forth many years ago. 


‘had said about discrimination. against|}, | 
Negroes, was booed down. by the en- 2. Year round at’ 


eres ef L. toward Negroes. 


| soundly defeated. © 
Southern Director Reports 
a|Fo Cenvention 


dreds of central labor unions and} 


called for outlawing the poll tax; the) 


An unknown delegate who. took is- |] 
sue with what he thought delegate 
Webster of the Sleeping. Car Porters |} 


tire convention. The resentment ex~ | 
pressed. by the convention in this} 
incident shewed the fair attitude of 5 


Likewise, a resolution threatening 
ta suspend the charter of the Sleep~ 
‘ing Car Porters over an argument|} and a fair deal for veterans. 
with another railway union as to who 
\should organize a greup of workers} 7 
em in rail 


George L. Googe, Organization Di- 


was represented in the American Googe told how 2,200 members. of the 
Federation of Labor Convention for |, 
the first time. Delegates represent- 


enough money out of their local 


Betton | treasury to pay up all back poll taxes|. 
and Taylor stayed only a few days|for every member “of their union, | 
2,200 Negro union. members. marched | 
to the courthouse in a body and paid) | 


up their taxes. 40,000 other people 


lead of the A.F. of L. union members 
and paid their poll taxes too. The 


Labor Union 
For: 


{farm people. 


Union wages. 


§. Land for the Langdiess. 
; All men and women working 
for 2 living on the farm are: in- 


| Labor Union: 


Union. 


A.F. of L. Longshoremens Union (ali | 
ing the NFLU were: President Mitch- Negroes) at Savannah, Ga., took) 


1. Organization of: all working i 


* 


Highlights Of A.F. Of L. Convention 
' There were 700 delegates in at- rector of the American Federation of| 
|tendance at the 65th. Annual Con-_| Labor, stated. in his report to the con- | 

vention of the American. Federation vention that the AF. of L. had gained| 
of Labor held at. the Hotel gery 180,000. new: members in the South— ae 
“e ern states since May of. 1946. He gave; 
ternational and national unions, all\ facts and figures as to plants or-| ~~ 
‘ganized and numbers of workers un-| 
der union contract. People attending | 
' the Convention learned for the first 3 

time. why the poll tax in the state of | 
The National Farm Labor Union' Georgia was repealed so quickly. Mr. 


throughout the state followed the] 


| politicians got frightened and abol-| 
re Ished the Georgia poll tax law almost 
dent, were adopted unanimously ‘by | night. The Southern, Director of} 
| The resolutions| Or@™zation for the A.F. of L. ad-| 
voeated this as a’ means of getting| 
‘Ku Klux Kian; abolishing race dis- Tid of poll taxes in all. other South-| 


Regardless of race; creed, color, 
if 
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; Mitchell | 
AtAFL Convention 


~ 


of this country.” 


What's 


1048 


— | 


President. Miteheli, ef the National 


Farm: Leber Uniehy was called upon 
tober “llth. The. is. 
“the “Proceeding of The Convention:” 


- “President. Green presented te the 


convention. Mr. H. L. Mitchell, Pres- 
ident of the National Farm Lahor 


Mr. Mitchell made a brief address 


~~ 30,060 members, ‘most of are 


_ in the Southern: states, employed en 


the large cotton plantations as wage} 

ales and as sharecroppers. He| 

said further in part: ‘We have had 

: quite & fight: to organize in this very. 
field. We have faced every- 

thing, that the other Unions im the! 

_ American Federation of Labor have | 

in the past 65 years. In the beginning | 

we were looked upon as outlaws:| 

them we came to be tolerated and| 

- now we have reached the point), 

where we are beginning to be rec-|, 


ogn:zed. 


 *During. thietime we have had our 
difficulties with the Communist. ele-| 
ment. We fought’ them and licked} 


= 


Federation. of Labor. 


‘There are 2,000,000 on 


the large scale farms. and ranches and 
plantations of this country. ‘They are 
without protection, they. are without 
_ $ocial Seeurity laws, they. are barred. 
- from the benefits accorded other; 
‘wage workers by the National Labor 


| ‘ations Act. We need the help of 
every other National Union. We 


the help of all the members of) 
- the American Federation of Lahor to 


make these people first class citizens ' 


Cot ton Down. 
Meat High 


Fat back meat, with or without a 
streak of lean, is now $1.00: a pound. | 
'In most grocery stores there is no 
‘salt pork to be sold at any price. 


ton is going down from $5 to $10 on. 


|the bale nearly every day. That 50¢ 
cotton we read about im the paper a 


In the meantime, the price of cot- 


— 


Rip » Van Winkle 
\Wakes Up 


The merehants of Kennett, Mis- 
‘souri woke up about a month ago. 
The first annual meeting of the 


‘Chamber of Commerce had a speaker 
who threw a bombshell among them 
when he asked, “If mechanization of 
eotton. production cuts the Dunklin 


County, Missouri-eotton payroll from. 
' $4,500,000 to $1,000,000, will the cash |. 


registers of’ stop ringing up 
sales?” 


‘Man’s Best Friend 


In 1876 there was a Senator Vest 


from the state of Missouri. He was 


asked by a farmer to take a lawsuit 
in the county court over a dog whe 


had been killed by another farmer. 


The Senator did not want the case 
and in order to get rid of the man, 
he told him it would cost $160. Muck 


|to the surprise of the Senator, the 


farmer dug up $100 and>said, “That's 
cheap, that dog was the best friend | 
I ever had.” Thus Senator Vest was 
furnished with a subject that swayed 
the jury and won the case. His 


on behalf of his group, stating that OBTAINED UNGER 
‘they were first organized as an in- THE 6.) BALE ToBueD famous. | 
depen: twelve years ago OR BUY HOMES. “Gentlemen of the jury,” said Sen- 
pendent union ator Vest, “the best fri 
‘The membership, today approximates: | end a man has 


{in this world may turn against him 
and become his enemy. 


His son or 
daughter whom he has reared with 
loving care, may prove ungrateful. 
Those who are nearest and dearest 
to us, those whom we trust with our | 
happiness and good name, may be- 
come traitors. The money he has he 
may lose. It flies from him, perhaps 
when it is needed most. 

“A man’s reputation may be sacri- 
ficed in a moment of ill-considered 
action. The people who are prone to 
fall upon their knees to de us honor 
when success is with us, may be the 


first to throw the stone of malice 
| when failure settles its eloud upon 


our heads. The one absolutely un- 
selfish friend that man can have in 
this selfish world, the one that never 


deserts him, the one that never 
them, and we are glad to be here inj ES «20 proves ungrateful or treacherous, is 
_ this canvention and take our place in| 7 his dog. 
the deliberations of the American 


“Gentlemen of the jury, a man’s 
dog stands by him in prosperity and 


in poverty, in health and in sickness. | 
He will sleep on the cold ground © 


| where the wintry winds blow and ~ 
‘the snow drives fiercely, if only he 


may be near his master’s side. He 
will kiss the hand that has no food 
to offer, he will lick the wounds and 
sores that come in contact with the 
roughness of the world. He guards 
the sleep of his pauver master as if 
he were a prince. When all other 
friends desert he remains. When 
riches take wings and reputations 
fall to pieces he is as constant in his 


‘few months ago is now 30¢ a pound) 
or less. It may go down to 24¢ which | 
is the government loan value.” 
Over five million people left the; One of the members of the Na- 
nation’s farms between 1940 ana tional Farm Labor. Union who lives 
. 1945. One and a half million boys near Russellville, Alabama, picked 
from the farms were in the armed out nine bales of cotton. He was of- 
. serviees during the war. 800,000 had fered’ 38¢ a pound for his cotton. He 


love as the sun on its journey thru 
the heavens. If fortune drives the _ 
master forth an outcast. friendless — 
/and homeless. the faithful dog asks 
‘no higher privilege than that of acq. 

| companying him to guard against 
danger, to fight against his enemies, 


The President of the Sieesken of 
Commerce, who is also the Interna- 
tional Harvester Co. dealer in the 
county, estimated that machines: 
would cut the cost of growing and 
harvesting 75,000 bales of cotton by 
$3,500,000. All the little merchants, 


To Farming 


| by January 1, 1946. How-) 


ever, mearly twice as many people 
left the farms im war years as they, bale. Maybe he failed to read his 


decides to hold it. Now he is a sick} 


man. He has lost $30 to $40 on each 


did during the thirty years before. Farm Labor News, at least he did 
The reasem for this was the jobs that’ not take our advice and sell his cot- 


were epen in the waz plants of the 


cities, and farm folk flocked to the 


- Cities There were 219,799 fewer 


farms in 1945 than in 1940. The.av- 


erage size of farms increased from 


174 aeres to 195 acres during these 
five years: 14%. fewer farm workers. 


were hired. on. the nation’s. farms: At): 


the same time there was. an. increase’, 


Of 35% in. farm production. There 
were nearly twice as many, traetors.| 


dn use by 1945 as there were ‘im 1940. 


~All of these figures mean that. 
TS are getting larger, they are be-|. 


- coming facteries im the fields. Using 


Jess workers, these farms are pro- 


s ducing more food and fiber products. 
‘hese figures also mear the end’ of 


Q 


| es Te Get ¥our Copy — 


“The FARM LABOR NEWS is: being 


te: alk pais: up members. of the. 


‘Union.. Any up: member who is, 


ton as fast as it was picked out. The}. 
eotton speculators bid the price up). 


too high and they began selling, 
taking in the dollars from poor men 
like Arthur. The eottom market. 


down. | 


In many - Loe there has been a 
‘erop failure. Families who share- 


‘ten in the rich Mississippi. Delta say. 
‘they Rave. at the most, only two or 


tivey would produce a bale to the 
jaere—and the landlord stil gets his 


‘cotton, they da mot have any te sell. 
They. will start: out in debt to their 


‘he much fat back meat bought at $1 
pound-down South this year. Meni, 
women, and children will go hungry. 


get the FARM LABOR NEWS must 
‘subscribe. The rate is 25¢ a year. 
Stamps, money orders, or cash may 
be sent te the FARM LABOR NEWS, 


started oe and it. is still going). 


cropped. twenty acres. or more: of cot-| 
three bales to self, when normally 
‘half! In spite of the high priee of! 


landlords next: year. There will not} 


wanted to know if that happened, 
what will happen to them? 

There was some talk of breaking 
up a few of the big farms and getting 
people to plant vegetables and other 
truck farms products, and also start- 
ing a food processing plant to pro- 
vide a means of living for the work- 
‘ers. 

To: the of our nowledge, this 
is the. first. time that merchants in a 
Delta plantation town have even 
given mechanization of cotton a 


been talking about, and trying to do 
something about. the coming of the 
machines for 13 years. We predict 
that little will be dome at Kennett or 


go broke: and way the big boys: will 
be left. 


Statement of Circulation, ete., 
required by tiie Aste of Cimgress of August 24, 1912, 
and: March 3; 1933, of FARM LABOR NEWS, published 
monthly at Montgomery, Alabama for November, 1946), 
State of Tennessee, County of 


elitor, managing editor, and business managers. aret 
1 That name and address of the publisher ft). 
National Farm Labor Union-A.F. of L., Bow 443, 


1, Tenn.: Editor, H. L. Mitchell. 
That the owner - is: The WNetional Ferm Labor 

Union. Memphis, Tenn. 

the 


known. benrthelders, 

security.-holders: owning or holding 1 per cent or more of 
total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: 
Noné& 


thought. Members of the Union have: 


elsewhere. Those fellows will just. 
‘sit by their eash registers until] they 


and when the last scene of all comes, 
and death takes the master in his 
embrace and his body is laid away 


/in the cold ground. no matter if all 


other friends pursue their way, 
there, by his graveside, will the noble | 
dog be found, his head between his | 
paws, his eyes sad but open in alert 
watchfulness, faithful and true, even 
unto death.” 


Farm Bureau To 
‘Spread Poison 
in Lincoln County, 


sas, the Farm. Bureau is in charge ef 
the malaria control program. The 


‘County Agent, Wright W. Kelly of 
| Star City, advises all families to. pay 


their three dollars to the Farm Bu- 
reau and get their house sprayed with: 
DDT. What members of the National 
Farm Labor Union want to- knew, 
Mr. Kelly, is—does this payment in- . 


'elade the Farm Bureau dues? There 


-are three times as man Farm Labor 
‘Union members. in Lincoln. County ag: 


lem | there are Farm Bureau members, in 


‘spite of illegal practices of the plant- 
-ers in checking off Farm Bureau dues 
on-crop accounts and deductions Siam 


| wages. Every member of the Na- 
Uonal Farm Union pays his si, 
dues of his own free will and then 
‘Natary, Publie jhe often finds that his: landlord: 
charged hinr with Farm Bureau dues, 


not neceivin# the FARM LABOR Box 443, Memphis 1, Tennessee. Tell) 
ten NEWS each mantis, should write te: ue the place where you get your mail. 
the effice giving his. name and full) Give. route number. box 
address. Non-memhers whe want te''tewn, and state. 
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FAKM LABOR NEWS ® 


November, 1946 


Missouri Towns 
Under Terror 


The killing of Rosco Wooten, a 
truck operator, in a gun battle with 
James W. Perry, plantation owner, 
on the streets of Carruthersville, Mo., 
on October 3, has terrorized the thou- 
sands of cotton picking families in: 
Pemiscott County. | 

According to all reports, Wooten 
was transporting cotton pickers in his 
truck to a plantation near Holland 


where the union wage of $4.00 per}; 


100 lbs. was being paid. Perry, who 
represented a vigilante committee of 
planters who had already decided 
that no more than $3.00 per 100 
should be paid for cotton picking, 
called on Wooten to unload his pick- 
ers and get out of town. Who shot 
first is a matter of doubt. Perry was 
wounded in the fray and Wooten was 


killed. Two step sons of -Wooten | 


were jailed, one was released on the 
promise to leave the country. Thom- 
as Sterling, the other, is still being 
held in the Pemiscott County jail. 
Meanwhile, the planters’ commit- 
tee circulated a handbill alleging that 
wages of $3.00 per hundred had been 
agreed upon at a countrywide meet- 


ing ,of pickers, truckers, and farm}. 


operators. No cotton pickers or union 
representatives have been found who 
attended the meeting where it was 
alleged that they agreed to accept a 


lower wage. 


The killing of the bisca operator 


-and-the terror under which people in 
Pemiscott County are living, all fol-| - 


low:a pattern set last spring when 
Jodie Moore, Chief of Police of Port- 


THIS GERMANY? 


you... 


ARE A MENACE, 


ageville, used his position to intimi- 


date truckers and cotton choppers 


into accepting a.wage of $3.00 a day. 
The National Farm Labor Union col- 


lected affidavits from the victims of| ~ 


police intimidation and secured an 
investigation by FBI. The Assistant 
Attorney General, 
who-handled the investigation report- 


ed to H. L. Mitchell, President of the: C — 
- Farm Labor Union, that the people ©°* who had been. named.as: alternates;-took-their: places.. The Vice Presi- 


| 


Theron Caudle, | 


October Activities 


Dumas, Varner, Grady, Phenix. All meetings- were well attended. 


In the second week, Organization: ‘Director Taylor- and Vice President . 


Betton left the AF. of L. convention in Chicago: J.-E. ‘Clayton and A. E. 


who made the, affidavits repudiated | dent returned to Cotton Plant for a-meeting at Dixie-and one at the Morn- 
their sworn statements and that no ; 


charges could be brought against 
Moore. 
representatives, when. the FBI in-| 


According to local Union 


vestigator appeared, Moore accom-_ 
panied him in his round to see the. 


people: involved. The Department of. 


Justice denied that this was true. 


President Harry S. Truman is. 
scheduled to pay his annual visit to the Delta: District.Council.on: October-~1 2th: ‘The foHowing: 
the Pemiscott County Fair soon.. It. 


appears that while the President is 
down there, he should look into the 
activity of some of his friends and 
supporters who are denying civil lib- 
erties to the farin laborers in Pemi- 
watt County. 


TRIFLIN Gi??? 


A ‘woman down in Mississippi was. 
testifying in court in behalf of her! 


husband. She admitted that he never 
did a lick of work and that she had 
to support him. “Why do you live 
with such a trifling, no account man, 
the lawyer asked. “Well, it’s this 
way sir,” she replied, “I ‘make the 
living and he makes the living worth 
while 


Labor News 


The lt Labor News is published monthl 
by the National Farm Labor Union. . ieorsiiel 
Mentgomery, Ala, 
Busines office—166 Monroe Ave., Memphis, 
Tenn. 
The “subscription rate is 25¢ per year. 3c 
per copy. Bundle- rates le per copy to agents. + 


The Farm Labor News is. pub!ished by the- 
National Farm Labor Union fer its members 


Entered as second class matter at Post 
Office, Montgomery,-: Alabama, June 18, 1946,’ 
under the act of March 3, 1879. 


all communications - concerning the 
Labor to: Box 443, Memphis l, 
enn. 


ing Star Local. The following- week jeined- Capt. Taylor on a: trip to 
Alabama, attending a meeting of the Rogersville: ‘Local in the Tennessee 
River Valley: Vice President Betton also. installed the charter for the Lehi 
Local in Crittenden County, Arkansas. 


Capt. Tayler, accompanied: by the- Jabor. editor of ihe Mow Yoek Post, 


addressed a.joint. meeting ‘of the two-locals near’ Lilbourn, Mo: A special 


and ‘friends who ure subscribers. 


meeting was-held at the Masonic Temple in Pine Bluff by delegates from 


meeting: washeld-in the: Mississippi Delta-near: Boyle; Miss: B. J. 
Bennett, Mississippi organizer and President of Local 67, arranged the meet- 
ing for Capt. Taylor. 


_ The third week.saw Capt. Taylor i in Alabama: apenking at the aA 
School near Russellville. This meeting was held on Saturday. evening and 
members from: both the Hurricane Local and the Spruce Pine Local attend- 
ed. The third Sunday was again a big day at Reform, Ala. Local President, 
Hayes McCrary, and a packed house to hear the speaker. 


Meanwhile, Uearl Haywood, President of. the Carraway Local, invaded 
the rice field section of Arkansas. A large mass meeting was held at the 
Methodist Church: in Stuttgart and. plans were laid to- perfect organization 
of rice field workers at an early date. 


A Sunday meeting was held in St. Francis County near Clark’s Corner 
on the 27th. This meeting. was attended by-Capt. Taylor. An organizing 


committee: was-set up to- “bring all of..the old- -time Union members of that 
area back into the Union. .— 


Notice To Subscribers 


If you move or otherwise change the place where you get your il, 
clip this blank, fill it out and mail to: , 


Farm Labor News 
Box 443 
Memphis 1, ‘Tenn. 


Poll Tax Sales 
Rise In East 


My name is 

My old .address.WasQoure TOWN Stave 
Send*my- paper: tothe. following: address:~.- 

I now get my mail “sox 


Hundreds of Negro sharecroppers 
and wage hands sWarmed into the 
county courthouse at Marion, 
tenden County, Arkansas, the last 


three days of September. They were 
paying their poll taxes so that they 


would. be qualified to vote in the 
general election November 5th. 


In Crittenden County, for the first 


time since reconstruction days, the 
corrupt political machine is being 


challenged in the general election.- - 


Taking a leaf out of the book from 
the G.I.’s at Athen, Tenn., an in- 
dependent ticket is in the field— 


| composed of veterans of World War 


II. bitter campaign has been 
fought and the G.I.s are confident 
that-their side will win the election. 


There was dismay in both camps 
when it was first learned that the 
Negroes in Crittenden County who 
had never been thought of as citi- 
zens, began. to prepare to vote. 
y antation “oligarchy,” the Bond ma- 
chine, accused the G.I. S of being re- 
sponsible for the sudden interest of 


Negroes in the election. The G.I.s re- | 


plied by accusing the planters of 
voting their labor and the planta- 


| tions “in order to save their necks.” 


Neither: was right. There are hun- 
dreds of Negro ex-servicemen in 
Crittenden County who acted on 


their.own, are saying to their folks, 


“now’s the time, let’s get ready to 
vote and help the G.I.s on the other 
‘side of the tracks. They can’t treat 
us as badly as Judge Bond's gang. 


| We can strike a blow for our own 


freedom in Crittenden County. Let’s 
help end the Bondage that every- 
body—white and black—is under.” 
The National Farm Labor Union 
does not take credit for this mass 


|movement of Negro sharecroppers — 
and farm laborers to exercise their 


legal rights as citizens. The Union 


‘has a few locals in the county and 


some of the local leaders may have 
taken the lead in encouraging both 
white and colored workers to take a 
hand in the election. Anyway, if the 
Bond machine is licked, it will per- 
haps mean a little more freedom for 
everybody. The G.I.s say there will 
not be any shooting because there 


are nearly 7,000 ‘qualified voters — 
ready to go to the polls and cast their . 


ballots in the American. way. 


Meanwhile, the: Bond machine has ~ 


filed a suit for $40,000 against -the 
‘editors of the West Memphis News, 
the Coughlin boys, who have been 


active in the G.I. campaign. Both are — 
veterans. In article after article ap- 
pearing in their paper, they have — 


called names and told how citizens 
have been mistreated by nazi-like 
deputy sheriffs who arrest, beat up, 
and jail tourists—Negro and white 
citizens alike. A few years ago the 
Department of Justice convicted a 
part of the gang for violation of civil 
rights. As soon as they finished serv- 


ing their prison terms, they came 


back to Crittenden County and con- 
tinued their activity. 


A.F. Of L. 
Farm Labor Rights 


(Continued From Page One) 
security benefits of old-age insurance 
and unemployment compensation, the 


; Minimum wage and maximum hour 


protections of the Fair Labor Stand- 
ards Act and the economic rights of 
the National Labor Relations Act. — 


Our union has a big job ahead of 


it and a hard job. But we are con- 


fident of winning withthe help and | 


support of all fair-minded American 
citizens who are interested in making 
real democracy a living fact in 
American agriculture. | 
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